Herbert Rowse Armstrong.
Thomas Alfred Matthews
You heard the evidence given before tho justices by Hirdl	
I did.
Is this what he said, " During the last year, on llth January,
he (that is Mr. Armstrong) made a purchase of arsenic from me.
He purchased a quarter of a pound. I tinted it with charcoal,
and it was wrapped up in two papers; a label with * Poison ' on
it was put on the packet." You heard him say that1?—Yes.
Did you put any question in cross-examination to Hird as to
that?—I did not.
I only want to know why you did not cross-examine Mr.
Hird?—Because I did not consider it necessary.
By Mr. justice darling—At that time, although he said he
tinted the arsenic, you knew he did not?—Those were my instruc-
tions.
Gross-examination continued—On the day of his being re-
called, that is the 9th February, you had, I under&tand, just half
an hour before actually seen what you believed, to be the very
parcel of white arsenic*?—Quarter of an hour before.
The very parcel of white arsenic that your client had bought?
—I did not know, of course, that it was arsenic, but I was pretty
confident in my own mind that it was.
By Mr. justice darling—It was labelled " Arsenic "?—Yes;
I say I was confident, but it has been analysed since then.
Gross-examination continued—At that time, of course, you
had in your possession Mr. Armstrong's written statement?—Yes,
long before.
And you knew, did you not, that in that statement Mr. Arm-
strong had said that his purchase was of coloured arsenic 1—Yes,
I did.
In a word, you refrained from asking Mr. Davies any question
in cross-examination about this same matter?—I did,
Had you put some questions to him about the purchase?—I
am not clear; it was very short, if it was anything.
It is a page?—I thought there was not much cross-examination
of Mr. Davies; yes, I remember there was now.
" I remember vividly the purchase in 1919. Weed-killer
was then more expensive than usual. With regard to the trans-
action on llth January, 1921, it was my assistant, and he filled
up the poison book. It was a cash transaction. The cash would
go straight in the till." I think you have heard the assistant
say that Mr. Davies was actually in the shop at the time it took
place?—I think Mr. Davies gave evidence before his assistant.
But Mr. Davies was recalled, was he not?—Yes, he was re-
called afterwards.
At that time, when Mr. Davies was recalled, you were aware
that the assistant said that Mr.  Davies was in the shop when
the sale took place, and that Mr. Davies had reminded him to be
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